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Its old channel: for, in a few years the piety of these adven-
turers began to slacken, and give way to faction and envy,
the natural corruptions of all confederacies : however, to this
spirit of devotion there succeeded a spirit of honour, which
long continued the vein and humour of the times; and the
Holy Land became either a school, wherein young princes
went to learn the art of war, or a scene wherein they affected
to shew their valour, and gain reputation, when they were
weary of peace at home.

The Christians held possession of Jerusalem above eighty
years,1 and continued their expeditions to the Holy Land
almost as many more, with various events; and after they
were entirely driven out of Asia, the popes have almost in
every age endeavoured in vain to promote new crusadoes ;
neither does this spirit seem quite extinct among us even
to this day ; the usual projects of sanguine men for uniting
Christendom against the Turk, being without doubt a tra-
ditional way of talk derived to us from the same fountain.

Robert, in order to furnish himself out for this war,
pawned his duchy to the King for 10,000 marks of gold;2
which sum was levied with so many circumstances of rigour
and exaction, towards the Church and laity, as very much,
increased the discontents of both against the prince.

I shall record one act of this king's, which be-
1099.      ing chiefly personal, may pass rather for a part of
his character, than a point of history.

As he was hunting one day in the New Forest, a mes-
senger express from Normandy, brought him intelligence, that
Helie, Count de la Fleche, had laid close siege to Mans, and
expected to carry the town in a few days; the King leaving
his chase, commanded some about him to point whereabout
Mans lay; and so rode straight on without reflection, until
he came to the coast. His attendants advised him to wait
until he had made preparations of men and money; to
which he only returned; " They that love me, will follow
me." He entered the ship in a violent storm; which the
mariners beholding with astonishment, at length in great
humility gave him warning of the danger; but the King

1  They held it eighty-eight years ;  from July,  1099, to October,
1187.    [D. S.]

2  Equal to ^1,400,000, as money passes now.    [D. S.]